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	CRITERIA
	Fantastic (4)
	Accomplished (3)
	Developing (2) 
	Beginning (1)

	Content
	· Exceptional content with great ideas; more than 4 pages.
· Ideas and evidence is fully developed and there is strong support for your thesis throughout the essay. 
	· Sufficient content with good ideas; 3-4 pages. 
· Ideas and evidence is developed with sufficient support for your thesis.
	· Inadequate content, confused focus; limited information. 
· Ideas and evidence is underdeveloped; you need more support for your thesis.
	· No focus; no information; no point. Inadequate content. 

· Ideas and evidence have very little if any support to your thesis.

	Organization
	· Each paragraph has a clear topic sentence. 

· There is a strong and clear thesis statement.

· Strong introduction and a conclusion that makes relevant and sensible points.  


	· Each paragraph has a topic sentence. 

· There is a clear thesis statement.

· Introduction and conclusion evident, however conclusion or introduction should be more developed.
	· Weak or confusing topic sentences; some paragraphs lack a topic sentence. 

· A Thesis statement is unclear.

· Introduction and conclusion evident however conclusion or introduction is underdeveloped.
	· No topics sentences are found. 

· No thesis statement.

· Introduction or conclusion is confusing and/or needs significant work.



	Style
	· Generous use of transitions enhances the style.

· Excellent choice and variety of words add to essay.
· Proper MLA format; more than 3 quotes.
	· Some uses of transitions are present.

· Good choice and variety of words add to the essay.

· Mostly in MLA format with 2 quotes.


	· Transitions need some work. 

· Word choice is sometimes confusing with little variety.

· Need to follow MLA format more closely; no quotes.
	· Transitions are not evident.

·  Word choices and phrases do not make sense. 

· Does not follow MLA format.

	Sources 

Mechanics

Cover
	· Sources are in the proper MLA format. More than 2 books sourced.
· Mostly proper grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and mechanics throughout.

· Cover page has name, date, title, class, and teacher correctly aligned. 
	· Sources are mostly in the proper MLA format.2 Books sourced.
·  Only a handful of errors in capitalization, grammar, punctuation, spelling, and mechanics.
· Cover page format incorrect.

	· Sources are mostly in the proper format, only 1 Book used.
·  More than 10 errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and mechanics.
· Cover page missing one item.

	· There are no sources.
· Numerous errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and mechanics.

· Cover page missing more than one item.


