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 DREAM Act Editorial

	CRITERIA
	Fantastic (4)
	Accomplished (3)
	Developing (2) 
	Beginning (1)

	 Lead/Opinion 
	·  The editorial has a clear lead and opinion. 
· Readers are excited to continue reading.
	·  This editorial has a clear opinion but a weak lead. 

·  Readers are somewhat encouraged to read more.
	·  There is a clear lead, but it is difficult to understand the writer’s opinion.

·  Readers are not encouraged to read more.
	·  This editorial has no clear lead.

·  Readers wan to use the editorial to wrap yesterday’s fish.

	Support 
	· The editorial has at least 3 different but logical supports.  

·  Editorial length exceeds requirements.
	·  The editorial has at least 2 different but logical supports.

·  Editorial length meets requirements.
	·  The editorial has at least 1 logical support.

·  Editorial length does not meet requirements.
	·  The editorial has no evidence of supports.

·  Editorial length does not meet requirements by a substantial margin.

	Structure
	·  Strong relationship between introduction, body, and conclusion.


	·  There are connections between the introduction, body, and conclusion.


	· Connections between introduction, body, and conclusion are confusing.


	·  There is no relationship between the introduction, body, and conclusion.



	Transitions and Style
	·  Strong transitions between paragraphs; paper moves smoothly from one idea to the next.
	·  Weak transitions between paragraphs; paper moves from one idea to the next.


	·  Transitions between paragraphs need some work.


	·  The transitions between ideas are unclear or nonexistent. 



	Conclusion
	· Conclusion clearly and passionately restates opinion in a way that enhances overall essay.
	· Conclusion restates opinion but is somewhat weak.
	· Conclusion barely restates opinion and is very weak. 
	· Conclusion is not evident, or does not restate opinion at all.

	Grammar 
	·  Proper grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and mechanics throughout. 


	·  Some weaknesses in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and mechanics.


	·  Numerous errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and mechanics.


	·  Uncounted errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and mechanics. 




